
 



COMPOSITE STAFF REPORT 
 

Bob Moon  
Senior Pastor 

 
In the midst of change, we remember that our God never changes. And our message never 
changes. This year has marked some changes in our church, but we rejoice that God 
continues to give us outstanding leaders, both on staff and within the wider congregation. 
 

• After almost a decade of hard work, we rejoice with Shannon Patterson as she 
completed her seminary training and graduated this May. Shannon will now 
complete her work for ordination as an Elder in full connection. She provides our 
church with excellent visionary leadership. How blessed we are to have her serving 
as Pastor here! 

• After a search that took longer than we expected, God brought us an outstanding 
new Director of Music Ministries -- Kenji Bolden. He brings not only wonderful 
musical skills, but a great heart that seeks after God. He has already opened a new 
ministry of outreach into our nursing homes. 

• We owe a great debt of gratitude to Cindy Lovan for her helping us across the time 
of transition until we hired Kenji. 

• We thank God for Diane Shedd and her marvelous service to Christ into our 
church! As she stepped into retirement and drove off into the sunset in her RV 
volunteering with NOMADS, we find ourselves stepping into a new post-Diane 
chapter. Diane wonderfully prepared leaders to whom she handed off her various 
ministries and the work of the church is thriving. 

• Amy Smith has stepped right into the leadership position as our Children's Director 
and head of our Preschool. She brings such a gracious spirit and joyful leadership. 
She is God's person in God's place at God's time. 

• A new slogan proclaims 4+2 = 1. It stands for 4 worship services + 2 styles = 1 
church. We continue to live into that reality embracing the variety of opportunities 
as a strength that builds the whole church together. 

• Our worship services at Solomon's Porch continue to grow stronger. The addition 
of a second service for worship has made space for more people and built up the 
whole church. 

• The Youth ministries remain one of the key elements in our church's strength and 
growth. Justin Crenshaw and Emily Powell are a Godsend to us.  

• The launch of Portal as our new college and young adult ministry under Justin's 
leadership is already bearing significant fruit.  

• We welcome Kristin Bembry to our front office staff! 
• Last year proved to be a record year for giving. This year has found us in a position 

not as strong. We are praying that God will provide by year's end all that is needed 
for his ministry not just in our church but beyond through our apportionments. 

• On a wider United Methodist Church note, our denomination finds itself in a crisis 
as to whether we understand the Scriptures in the same way and how we should 
live into those scriptures in our world. It is entirely possible that by the next 
General Conference (2020), significant changes will come to our denomination. We 
earnestly pray for God's help and direction. 



Shannon Patterson 
Solomon’s Porch & Small Groups 

 
Small Group Ministry: 
This is an area that has needed attention and focus for quite some time. With the increase 
in persons desiring a small group instead of the traditional Sunday School program, a more 
organized small group ministry is necessary to help people grow. We have incorporated a 
Small Group Ministry lay leader who will work with the Sunday School Superintendent 
and pastors to recruit new leaders and help build a stronger, ongoing ministry. We had our 
first “Small Group Connection” in August to help persons find out more about ongoing 
and new groups. We plan on offering this quarterly. 
 
Solomon’s Porch: 
The desire of Solomon’s Porch is to be a place of worship, relevance, community and life 
to people who are un-churched, ex-churched or who are looking for something different 
than traditional worship. We believe we are continuing to achieve this by using series-
based, relevant messages as a tool to reach out in the community to those who are not part 
of our church. Social media is key in staying connected to those who worship with us. We 
use facebook, instagram, web updates, emails, video, message “teasers”, and other forms 
of information to keep people connected and informed of what is happening in our church 
and community. As mentioned above, small group connection is also very important in this 
strategy. 
 
We have had 21 first-time professions of faith through the Solomon’s Porch ministry since 
the last Charge Conference Report. 37 people have joined the Valdosta First UMC family 
through the Solomon's Porch worship ministry in the last year. We’ve also had 9 baptisms 
5 of which were adults or students. 
 
We continue to increase our attendance each and every year in both the 9:30 and 11:00 
Porch services. Our 11:00 services in the last two months have been at or near the 320 
capacity. We are looking at ways to increase 9:30 attendance and also to offer an overflow 
room with live video of the 11:00 service. 
 
We have spent considerable time in teaching Wesleyan/United Methodist history in our 
series to help educate the numerous people who are coming to our church from other 
denominations or for the first time. This has proven to be very well received and 
appreciated by the congregation. 
 
One of the key foundations for the Solomon’s Porch worship ministry is the opportunity to 
get people involved in serving others. We have close to 100 people serving once or twice a 
month on one of our 8 teams for the Sunday services.  
 
Quarterly volunteer team gatherings for training and vision-casting to do ministry together 
are key to keeping everyone connected and serving with our BIG vision/mission of First 
UMC. This quarterly gathering has also been crucial in recruiting new people and keeping 
our veterans from burning out. 
 



Amy Smith 
Children’s Ministry/Preschool Director 

 
I am privileged to serve Valdosta First in the capacity of Children’s Ministry/Preschool Director.  I 
have been tasked in following in Diane Shedd’s footsteps and those are big shoes to fill! 
 
The biggest change is the retirement of Rev. Diane Shedd.  I have taken over the Children’s 
Ministry as well as directorship of The Preschool.  Kate Patterson our former Preschool Director 
left in May and moved to the Athens area.  We continue the ministry of The ROCK Sunday School 
and have made few changes in that area.  I do report that our Children’s Ministry continues to grow 
in the elementary area as well as in the nursery area.  We have moved our Children’s Church into 
the Rock assembly room in order to accommodate more children and it is working well.  Our 
summer Bible School exceeded 160 children with lots and lots of teachers and helpers. We had 
youth serving our children with the love of Christ.  We had a good number of children as part of 
Kids Day Camp, and KidzQuest.  Children serve Christ and His church by being acolytes during 
the 11:00 sanctuary services.  Children take part in missions through The ROCK (rotation Sunday 
school) projects and the Soup Kitchen. Children were responsible for our October meal this year. 
 
Our goals are to continue to grow in all aspect of serving our children especially in laying the 
foundation for their faith along with their parents.  They serve others by being acolytes, serving at 
soup kitchen, and other mission projects, they learn about the Bible through our lessons of faith and 
Bible stories in The ROCK and VBS, and I actively help in our annual Block Party and Fall 
Festival to involve our children.  We also include the youth in as many activities as possible so that 
as the children move to the Mid High and Senior High programs they can share and teach our 
younger students along with our adults. 
 
Our Mother’s Morning Out and Nursery programs continue to grow and we have adjusted staffing 
to meet those needs as well as fill the vacancies of those who have moved to other employment. 
 
Preschool Ministry  
The FUMC Valdosta Preschool serves children ages 2 - 4 with an enrollment of 71. The preschool 
has a staff of 12, including the director.   
 
The mission of the Preschool at First United Methodist Church, Valdosta, is to provide a quality 
grounded preschool education in a structured Christian environment, to give our children a 
Christian worldview and the necessary tools to excel and serve in today’s society, while meeting 
their needs intellectually, physically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. FUMC Preschool, 
Valdosta, has the role of partnering with parents in the learning process as they work together 
creating learning experiences with the teaching staff and the children.   
 
Our educational philosophy is as follows: preschool is the first important step in a child’s 
education. It is usually the preschool that lays the foundation for all future school experiences. 
Therefore, we at the Preschool at FUMC, Valdosta, make every effort for this to be a positive and 
fulfilling time in every way. We want our children to learn to trust God and to trust the people of 
God. We believe that it is important for each child to understand and respect his or her own self-
worth. A child that is comfortable with himself can proceed with any experience. We believe that 
children are active learners and that they gain knowledge by actively experiencing the world 



around them. As each child develops his or her own ideas, the child comes to know himself and his 
own beautiful giftedness. To develop this self-value, FUMC Preschool offers a variety of 
experiences in a Christian environment. Some of these experiences include: 

• Inter-action with peers to develop social behavior  
• Bible Focus and Character education (We use the Jesus Storybook Bible 

Curriculum for the 3 and 4 year olds and The Beginners Bible Curriculum for the 
2 and 2 1/5 year olds.) 

• Skills to increase concept development and language abilities  
• Music and arts & crafts activities to enhance aesthetic appreciation and creative 

aptitudes  
• Manipulative exercises for fine motor skills development  
• Auditory, visual, and perceptual experiences to enhance readiness skills. 

We also believe that integral to child development is spiritual growth.  We are committed to 
teaching the truths about the Christian Faith and to setting an example ourselves as staff. 
 

 
Laura Leonard 

Congregational Care 
 
The visitation, or congregational care, ministry has the purpose of taking the church to 
those who have health problems that limit their participation and seeing that their needs are 
met.  
 
As of August, 2016, my permanent visitation list consisted of people in two retirement 
complexes; 14 in Langdale Place and 2 in Ashton Meadows. I also serve people in assisted 
living and local nursing homes in Valdosta and in surrounding counties; 0 in the 
Presbyterian Home (Quitman), 2 in Heritage House, 0 in Holly Hill, 3 in Fellowship Home 
(Brooks County), 4 in Lakehaven, 2 in Crestwood, and 2 in Memorial Convalescent (Adel)  
We also have 1 in the Presbyterian Home (Acworth), 1 veterans’ facility( Gainesville, Fl.), 
2 in Magnolia Manor Pruitt (Moultrie, Ga.) and 3 being served by hospice. One of the 
hospice patients is in Langdale Hospice House and 2 are at home.   
 
Most of the people I see are in their own homes- that is 91 people in 80 homes. This is a 
total of 124 people most of whom I see once a month, or more as needed. I also make daily 
hospital visits, as well as visit the hospice house, the jail and Green Leaf as needed. I help 
with and attend funerals. I turn in a report listing those visited each week to the senior 
pastor. The report details changed circumstances that make it desirable for the pastor to 
visit those people. I averaged 283 visits each month in the last 11 months. 
 
I do everything possible for the people I serve, from standing in as family when there is no 
family or available family to working with social workers or family to make proper living 
arrangements for those no longer able to live alone. I arrange medical care, acquire food, 
clothing, medical equipment, or transportation as needed. I also keep a list of people who 
work as caregivers to share with who need their services. When a death occurs, I work with 
the family to be sure a meal is provided from a Sunday school class or some other group in 



the church, or from volunteers or the church kitchen if the deceased was not in any small 
church group. People donate home use medical equipment to the church when they no 
longer need it for us to lend out or give to people who do need it. 
 
This ministry is available to anyone of any age, though most people with chronic health 
problems are elderly. Sometimes people who are not in First Methodist request that I go 
see their loved ones, and I do.  Often non-First Methodist people ask for my list of 
caregivers or something else that church or I can provide or arrange, and of course, we are 
happy to share. I have acquired much knowledge of community resources over the 26 
years I have been on church staff. This is a way for this church to reach out to the 
community as well as take care of its own. 
 
There will always be a need for a care ministry, but I have witnessed change as my 
ministry transitions from my parent’s generation to mine. One of our members, Elise 
Davis, died at age 105, a record of longevity for us. We have had two to reach 103 in the 
last 26 years, one to reach 100 some years ago. We currently have one who is 100 who 
lives at Langdale Place and one who is 101 in Moultrie Pruitt, and many are active well 
into their 90's. Praise God for their years of service. Many in the older generation need and 
accept help. The upcoming generation has the advantage of modern medicine that makes it 
possible for them to live independently and take care of themselves for most of their 
journeys through their lives, even when diagnosed with terminal illness. As someone in my 
family once said to me when I offered help in time of illness,” I do not want anyone 
hovering”. I understand this and respect it when people want limited attention. I give 
thanks to God for advances in medicine that keep most people active, independent and in 
service to Him. 
 

Marbeth Brabham 
Childcare Ministry 

  
Our nursery area is a vital ministry and a positive outreach to our community. Roxy 
Corbett is chairman of our nursery council. The chairman serves a two year term. Our 
mission is to provide a safe, organized, visually stimulating environment supported by the 
men and women of the congregation; where we can minister to parents by being a place 
where they feel secure leaving their children, so they can receive all that God has for them. 
We minister to children up to age five by providing an enriching, structured ministry 
program, where they are comfortable and happy while they learn of God’s love for them. 
 
We have a wonderful staff of caregivers who care for and love our children. Most 
caregivers work on Sundays and for our weekday MMO program, KDO summer 
program, and during other church activities need childcare. We also have a VSU 
students who work Sundays and Sunday nights as needed and several days with our 
MMO Program. 
 
We are very fortunate to have parents who take turns teaching Sunday School for our 2, 
3, and 4 year olds. There are other church members who also teach in our nursery. 
 



We are blessed to have parents who volunteer each quarter during the 11:00am worship 
services for our 3 and 4 year volunteer room. 
  
The Nursery at FUMC is provided for children 2 months through 4 years old on 
Sundays. Nursery is also provided for other scheduled church activities. 
  
Our Mother’s Morning Out Program is a week day program for infants 2 months through 
2 years old and meets from 9:00 - 12:00, Monday through Friday. We have 54 in our 
program this year. 
  
We have a six weeks Kids Day Out Summer Camp program offered to children ages 2 
months through 6 years old and meets three days a week. This past summer we had a 
record high of 116 children. 
  
FUMC sponsors a Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPs) Program. Our nursery department is 
providing the childcare for this program. The weekday MOPS meets twice a month on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays. 

 
 

Justin Crenshaw 
Solomon’s Porch Worship Ministry/College Ministries-Portal/ 

Senior High School Youth-STiR 
 
Student Ministries / Senior High Youth 
Our student ministry is an important part of the life of our church. Student Pastor Justin 
Crenshaw oversees the 6-12 grade ministries, assisted by Mid High director Emily Powell. 
 
The senior high youth program at Valdosta FUMC has experienced some incredible 
growth over the last 4 years and continues to be an integral part of the overall growth of 
our church.  Almost half of all the families/individuals who have joined Valdosta FUMC in 
the last 4 years have been students and their families our student ministry related.  Our 
youth continue to play an active role in our church and our students are some of the most 
dedicated in attendance at regular weekly programs and services.  Involvement and 
attendance at our Sunday night gatherings called "STIR" continues to increase with an 
average attendance of 50 high school students. 
 
Our Thursday night girls and boys small group bible studies, continue to thrive with an 
average attendance of 15 girls and 12 guys in each week.  These small groups meet in 
homes every week and are one of our most important student ministries.  We are excited 
about the spiritual growth we are seeing in our young people and we have been challenged 
to continue to develop programs and opportunities for them to grow as disciples of Christ. 
 
We also desire to see our students continue to serve in our church as well as our 
community through local outreach projects such as Second Harvest, Soup Kitchen, VBS, 
Fall Festival, FUMC Bloc Party, and other local service opportunities.   The Senior High 
youth put on 2 major missions fundraisers each year.  The first is selling Christmas 



poinsettias during the fall and a community-wide golf tournament held at Kinderlou Forest 
Golf Club in the spring. 
 
The senior youth also had the unique opportunity to go to New Orleans, Louisiana for our 
senior high summer mission trip this past June.  This was our second year in a row going to 
NOLA. We took 45 students and 6 chaperons on the trip.  We were able to serve the local 
community of NOLA and the surrounding area through various projects such as restoration 
of a local church, putting on an outreach block party at FBC Avondale, where we stayed 
that week. We also participated in something called Urban Plunge, in which students and 
leaders would go in the heart of New Orleans and the French Quarter and hand out bottled 
water and snacks and share the Gospel.  This was such a special time of growth and 
challenge for all trip participants. This trip was a wonderful experience and our students 
were excited about the opportunity to serve Christ and others in place very different from 
home. 
 
This past August, senior high and middle high students participated in our annual 
DISCIPLE NOW WEEKEND in which we had an incredible 230 students for the event. 
We also had over 80 adult volunteers including small group leaders, host home families, 
meal prep workers, etc.  This year's DNOW speaker was Kelly Barcol, who is the owner of 
Crossfit Winnersville and an active attender of our church. Many of the students who 
attended this year's DNOW were first time guests to an FUMC Youth event. 
 
This year's DNOW was the largest turnout for an FUMC youth event in many years and 
the event continues to be one of the largest events the church holds each year.  There were 
several new professions of faith in Christ and many other "next step" decisions to go 
deeper in their walk with Christ. 
 
We are blessed here at Valdosta FUMC with a thriving student ministry in which students 
are truly becoming disciples of Jesus and are impacting their church, community, and 
world for Christ. 
 
Solomon’s Porch Worship Ministry 
The worship ministry at Solomon’s Porch is a huge part of our Sunday morning worship 
experience here at Valdosta FUMC. Our church is led in worship by the Solomon’s Porch 
Band, a group of incredibly talented musicians and singers, who above all, desire to see 
people connect with Jesus through powerful songs, and engaging lyrics.  Our desire is the 
give praise and glory to God and to offer what we have in worship to Him.  Led by 
worship pastor Justin Crenshaw, the Porch band prepares countless hours throughout the 
week to offer the very best worship experience possible. Few churches in the area are 
blessed with musicians with both the talent and heart for Jesus that we have in the 
Solomon’s Porch worship ministry.  The band also travels throughout the conference/area 
leading worship for various events for all age groups.  Solomon’s Porch Band constantly 
represents our church all over the Georgia and the Southeast. 
 
College Ministry/Portal 
Our College Ministry was revamped last year and has seen some incredible growth.  For 
the last few years our church has not had a viable college ministry but through prayer and a 



need to serve our growing student population, and also as a result of growth in our senior 
high student ministry, our college ministry was renewed in the fall of 2014. 
 
This new ministry called “PORTAL” has seen some incredible growth over the past year 
with a focus on small groups and one-on-one discipleship.  Several of our young adults and 
families have joined in to help lead small groups, mentor, and disciple our college 
students.  As students have become involved, they have begun to serve in various 
ministries in our church, such as TV ministry, tech/media, and volunteering for VBS, 
youth events, and other ministries. 
 
In the summer of 2015, Justin Crenshaw became the college pastor in addition to his role 
and Youth Pastor.  Portal bible study was moved from Wednesday nights at the church 
to Monday nights at the home of Justin and Allison Crenshaw.  Portal bible study has 
grown to an average of 25 students every week this fall. We are excited about what God is 
doing in our college ministry and we eagerly anticipate the future of this important 
ministry and age group in our group. 

 
 

Emily Powell 
Mid High Youth-MidPoint 

We started our 2016-2017 school year with our annual Disciple Now weekend. We 
had 250 middle school and high school students attend, giving us our highest DNOW 
attendance ever!! We had over 50 volunteers that made the weekend possible by being host 
home parents, group leaders, preparing food and serving wherever needed. This year our 
theme was ‘Limitless’ where the youth learned that Chris has no limits and that all things 
are possible through Him. Every year DNOW continues to grow and be a weekend where 
the youth and the adults make lasting memories and strengthen their Christian walk.  

            We offer our students many ways to be involved in MidPoint. We have our largest 
gatherings on Sunday nights where about 45-50 mid-high students eat snack supper, play a 
game, worship and have a lesson. Wednesday nights we have a smaller bible study that 
about 20 regular students attend where we have deep conversations about our faith and 
how to live our Christian lives. Every Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday I eat lunch with 
our students and their friends at the five middle schools they attend.  

 The middle school youth program has 7 adults that volunteer their time on a weekly 
basis to help out our youth group. They teach Sunday School, attend MidPoint on Sunday 
nights and assist with bible study on Wednesday nights. Our volunteers are an important 
part of the mid-high ministry since we have a little over 50 active youth that come to 
activities throughout the week. Our volunteers give their time and talents in a variety of 
ways. They help teach, lead music, organize games and interact with the youth.  

This past summer 35 mid-high youth and 8 adults went to Bayou La Batre, 
Alabama for a week long mission trip. We stayed in the local Community Center of Bayou 
La Batre, slept on the floor and got to work around the community all week. Our youth got 
the opportunity to help paint and do yard work for two families in the Bayou community. 



They also lead a Kids Club every day, where they taught VBS, did crafts, snack, games 
and activities that taught the kids attending about Jesus.  

 
The youth and all of the chaperones had an awesome experience serving and being 

obedient to the Lord while visiting Bayou La Batre. Every year we always go on a Mission 
Trip and we think we are going to just serve others, but we always come home truly 
blessed by all of the people we meet and by the experiences we have had.  The youth and 
adults had such a great time serving the community of Bayou La Batre, Alabama. Our 
youth got to experience sharing the love of Jesus and created lifelong bonds as a youth 
group.  

 
 

Kenji Bolden 
Music Ministry 

(Chancel Choir, Youth Ensemble, and Music Outreach) 
 

The first half this conference year, Cindy Lovan served as Interim Music Director with the 
help of George Mason as Interim Choir Director.  
 
Search efforts continued throughout the latter part of winter and finalized during the 
emerging spring. At this time, the Parish Staff and Music Search Committee brought in 
Kenji Bolden for a face-to-face interview and rehearsal with the choir after weeks up e-
mails, skype interviews, and phone conversations. After prayerful consideration and 
feedback from multiple channels, Kenji Bolden was offered and accepted the position of 
Director of Music Ministries.  
 
The Chancel Choir, under the direction of Kenji Bolden, has 28 members enrolled. The 
choir recently held their first Boot Camp with the theme of “Reset, Renew, and Rekindle.” 
The choir underwent extra rehearsal and instruction outside of their normally scheduled 
time on Wednesday nights. The choir fellowshipped, played games, won door prizes, and 
received choir survival kit bags prepared by Cindy Lovan and Linda Downing. 
Presentations were made on the second day by FUMC’s own Dr. Ron Allen and Valdosta 
State University’s Director of Choral Activities, Dr. Carol Krueger.  
 
The choir is working on their Christmas musical, “Carols and Classics” by Tom Fettke. 
This will feature the choir with piano, organ and orchestral accompaniment and will be 
presented on December 11th. The choir also participated on the South Georgia Purple Heart 
Memorial Program on June 11th and will be featured alongside the Valdosta State Choral 
Program on October 4th during their fall concert.  
 
Youth Ensemble is now made up of High School and College age singers. The ensemble is 
led by Kenji Bolden and accompanied by Linda Downing. The youth ensemble, starting 
October 2nd , will lead worship for the entire 8:45 service and render special music for the 
11:00 service once a month. This ensemble comprises a group of singers with an array of 
musical talents.  
 



Paid In Full has once again graced us with their ministry here at Valdosta FUMC for the 
15th year in a row. They provided music throughout both of our traditional worship 
services. As customary, they ended the day with an afternoon concert with highlights from 
various recording projects as well as a few requests from the audience. 
 
Music Outreach at Valdosta FUMC is well on its way. This year the focus is on the elderly 
and soon will include the homeless. Kenji Bolden presents two musical programs each 
week at the various nursing homes and assisted living facilities throughout the Valdosta 
area. It totals to one visit per facility each month. Our B.I.G. Day of service on October 
22nd, will include nursing home visitations filled with song and prayer by Kenji Bolden and 
other members throughout the FUMC family. We are excited to extend our music ministry 
beyond our four walls of the church. 
 
To God be the Glory… 

 
Cindy Lovan 

Music Associate, Organist 
 

Children’s Choirs 
 
We are delighted to have a thriving children’s choir program at Valdosta First.  We believe 
that our programs give the children an opportunity to serve the church as worship leaders, 
promote their continued Christian education through songs that instill in them an 
understanding of spiritual truths and knowledge of God, and serve to build Christian 
character through teamwork, cooperation, self control, and commitment to minister 
through music to our congregation.   
 
Children’s Choirs Kindergarten-5th grades -The children’s choirs K - 5th grades have a 
combined enrollment of 36. They are under the direction of Dot Young, Linda Downing, 
Deanne Rhoades, Emily Harp, Kristin Bembry, and Cindy Lovan.  Sunday, May 1, 2016 
was our annual Children’s Day where the children participated in all aspects of the 
traditional worship service. The children’s handchimes played Jesus Loves Me and the 
handbells played If Your Happy and You Know It.  Preschool choir sang Kum Bah Yah and 
Hallelu, Hallelu.  The children’s choir K-5th grades presented the musical Here for the 
Gold .  Through this musical the children learned about the Parables of the Wise and 
Foolish Builders; the Rich Fool; the Good Samaritan; the Unforgiving Servant; and the 
Parable of the Lost Son.  As this was Rev. Diane Shedd’s last Children’s Sunday before 
her retirement in June she was featured in this production.  Through our TV ministries this 
Sunday morning was shown the next week on WALB and has been a requested reshow 
several times since.      
 
On the afternoon of December 4, 2016 the children will present their Christmas music 
which will include handbells and handchimes, preschool choir, and children’s choir’s 
presentation of You Can’t Have Christmas Without ….   Our music team is committed to 
having the children K-5th sing throughout the school year at least once a month in the 
traditional and Solomon’s Porch services. 
 



Preschool choir – This choir includes children Pre-K 3 years to Pre-K 4 years and is under 
the direction of Judy Varnado, Kay Thomerson, and Cindy Fann. They currently have 11 
enrolled.  The preschoolers present their special seasonal music along with the children’s 
choirs and sing in church services at least once a quarter.   
 
Handbells/chimes 
 
Chancel Handbells – This adult handbell choir has 10 enrolled and they are under the 
direction of Cindy Lovan.  They will ring for traditional worship on December 4th when 
they present their Christmas music.  Our goal is to provide music during the Lenten season 
and to have a May program to include Children’s handbells and chimes. 
 
Children’s handbells 3rd through 5th grades – This choir has an enrollment of 9 and are 
under the direction of Judy Varnado and Cindy Lovan. Along with the handchimes, this 
group presents special music at Christmas, Children’s Day in May, and the end of the 
school year Handbell concert. 
  
Children’s handchimes Kindergarten through 2nd grades – This handchime choir has 
an enrollment of 12 and are under the direction of Linda Downing, FUMC intern Tay 
Gates and youth volunteer Kasey McQuitty.  This group presents special music three times 
a year – Christmas, Children’s Day Program in May, and for the Handbell Concert at 
school years end.   
 
FUMC Preschool 
 
Preschool music is offered each Monday for the Church’s Preschool which currently has 
an enrollment of 72 children.  Some of the children’s favorite songs are Peter, James, and 
John in a Sailboat, Zaccheus, This Little Light of Mine, and He’s Got the Whole World In 
His Hands. Special music is taught by Cindy Lovan each Wednesday morning for the 20 
four year old students.  This class presents information on composers, their music, and the 
instruments used to play the music.  The entire preschool has musical programs at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and in May for Graduation. 
 
Media 
 
Josh Harrell, our Director of Communications for the church has helped to provide us with 
many new and wonderful ways to present our musical programs.  We are able to give each 
child a special part and even our youngest have been able to participate through using the 
less intimidating means of videotaping skits rather than live performance.   Josh is always 
eager to use his creativity and we appreciate very much his talent and generous spirit along 
with the rest of his team.  
 
Total enrollment for Preschool and Children’s Choir is 47. Total enrollment for Children 
handbells/handchime and Chancel handbells is 31. Total number of children served by 
FUMC music ministry 108.    
 
 



Joshua Harrell 
Communications Director 

 
The Video Production ministry is blossoming. We are creating original content to be used 
in both the Sanctuary and Solomon’s Porch, as well as being in charge of audio and visual 
management in the Sanctuary. We are also seeing a growth in team membership with 
youth getting involved. We can’t wait to see what God will do in the future of this 
ministry. 
 

UMW Report 
Valdosta First United Methodist Women (VFUMW) are women of faith, hope, and love in 
action! VFUMW is comprised of six circles with a total membership of approximately 100 
women.  Each circle meets monthly to conduct Bible studies, plan and implement mission 
projects, and provide fellowship opportunities for members. Representatives from each 
circle participate in the unit’s monthly executive board meetings to share news from each 
circle and to plan unit projects. UMW projects in 2016 include: 

• In March we recognized Rev. Diane Shedd with cards and letters of appreciation 
for her years of devotion to our unit, as well as a generous monetary gift to assist in 
her volunteer travels with the NOMADS.    

• Girls in the Garden is a continuing collaborative endeavor between UMW 
members and the residents of the Valdosta Methodist Children’s Home to foster 
relationships through campus beautification, sharing meals, celebrating birthdays, 
and fellowship. For the second consecutive summer, the girls and UMW members 
participated in a multi-session book study of The Hunger Games, a book selected 
by the girls.   

• The 2015 Harvest Bazaar yielded proceeds to support Vashti in Thomasville, Open 
Door in Columbus, and Wesley Community Center in Savannah. The annual bazaar 
provides opportunities for local crafters to offer outstanding bargains to crafty 
shoppers.  Plans for the 2016 Harvest Bazaar, scheduled for November 5th, are well 
underway.   

• In 2015 the UMW board answered an appeal from two of our youngest members to 
sponsor a program for the teenage girls of our church and community, and plans 
have been ongoing since then.  This mission, which grew out of the vision of two 
of our newer, younger UMW members, is scheduled for February 2017.  Entitled 
Daughters of the Promise, the focused weekend will aim to guide and teach 
seventh through twelfth grade girls about the promises that our Lord has made to 
His daughters and His desires for us.  Because we are not using a prewritten 
curriculum, this project has required extensive planning, collaborating, and praying, 
which have been beneficial outcomes in and of themselves.  A dozen or so FUMC 
members have been meeting to write the curriculum and plan meaningful activities. 
The actual implementation will require the efforts of all UMW members.  

• Individual circles have implemented all sorts of projects including packing meals 
for youth choir tours, gathering food for Hungry at Home programs, providing t-
shirts for elementary children, feeding VSU Wesley Foundation students each 



month, spring cleaning of the sanctuary, collecting “J” dollars to assist with 
medical expenses of critically ill children, and purchasing items for the Girls 
Home.  

• Busy as circles are with mission projects, each group also provides opportunities 
for members to grow spiritually through meaningful studies and programs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Valdosta First United Methodist Church 
2016-2017 Leadership 
The Church Council 

 
 

Position     Continuing to Serve  Nominee 
 These persons have previously These persons (and 
all names in bold  
 been elected to serve.  print) are up for 
election. 
 
Church Council Chair/Lay Leader ....................... Bart Davis 
Church Council Vice-Chair/Asst. Lay Leader ..... JD Dillard 
Secretary .............................................................. Angie Davis 
Treasurer .............................................................. Kendall Varnado 
Lay Member of Annual Conference .................... Margaret McCranie 
Lay Member of Annual Conference .................... Lisa Aguero 
Lay Member of Annual Conference-Alternate .... Lynn Petermann /Slade McCranie 
Chair, Trustees………………………………….. David Hiers 
Chair, Finance ...................................................... Mike Gudely 
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee………..Chuck Roberts 
 
Ministry Leaders 

Prayer ...................................................... Betsy Burch/Shannon Mares 
Music ...................................................... Richard Barnes 
Nursery ................................................... Roxy Corbett 
Sunday School ........................................ Marion Harris 
Family ..................................................... Kristin Bembry 
Small Groups .......................................... Katherine Freeman/Lisa Aguero 
Missions .................................................. Nina Hinson 
UMW President ...................................... Margaret McCranie 

Representatives to other agencies 
Epworth Ambassador.............................. Bob Gardner 
Tygart Representative ............................. Lex Culbreth 
Methodist Home Ambassador ................ Jennifer Joiner  

Sanctuary Servants 
Altar Guild .............................................. Susan Hogan, Casey Hogan, Leigh Ann Hogan 

(year 2 of 3) 
Sanctuary Ushers .................................... Lee Tarpley 
Muggers .................................................. Susan Mackey & Amy Mackey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Staff 
 

Senior Pastor - Bob Moon Church Administrator - Larry Lawrence  
Associate Pastor - Shannon Patterson Childcare Director - Marbeth Brabham 
Director of Music Ministries– Kenji Bolden Church Secretary – Kristin Bembry 
Organist - Cindy Lovan Preschool Director – Amy Smith 
Pianist - Linda Downing Lead Custodian - James Siler 
Senior High Director/SP Worship - Justin Crenshaw Custodian - Gloria Clines 
Mid High Director/SP Assistant - Emily Powell Custodian - Monica Robinson 
Lay Visitation/Congregational Care - Laura Leonard Cook - Renee Estes 
Communications Director - Joshua Harrell  Children’s Ministry Assistant – Melissa Childers 

 
Weekday Nursery Caregivers – Gloria Clines, Ann Dubose, Connie Henry-Davis, Monica 

Robinson, Michelle Warren, Jamie Kunkle, Mandy Lee, Sierra Spencer 
Preschool Teachers – Kanawha Braswell-Phillips, Jen Carter, Melissa Childers, Heather 

Hamsley, Melissa McKettrick, Kelsey Padgett, Mary Ratican, Mary Ann Saliba, Abby 
Sineath, Barbara Tampas, Mallory Thompson 

 
 

Administrative and Support Groups 
 

Committee on Finance 
Chair .............................................................. Mike Gudely 
Vice-Chair ..................................................... _______________________ to be elected by Finance 

Committee 
Senior Pastor ................................................. Bob Moon 
Lay Member of Annual Conference .............. Lisa Aguero 
Chair, Church Council/Lay Leader  .............. Bart Davis 
Vice Chair, Council/Asst. Lay Leader .......... JD Dillard 
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee ...... Chuck Roberts 
Chair, Board of Trustees  .............................. David Hiers 
Treasurer ....................................................... Kendall Varnado 
 

 Class of 2017  Class of 2018 Class of 2019 (to be elected) 
Josh Shea Leigh Jordan Wayne Fann 
Sheri Gordon Georgianna Meadows Seth Rountree 
Joe Ed Holt Elizabeth Burns Mike Gudely 

 
Committee on Lay Leadership 

Senior Pastor ................................................. Bob Moon 
Lay Leader .................................................... Bart Davis 
Associate Lay Leader .................................... JD Dillard 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 (to be elected) 
Shannon Simoneau Daniel McCranie Jeannie Grow 
Drew Patterson Katie Reed Allison Crenshaw 
Jonathan Burns Jennifer Allen  

   
 
Committee on Staff-Parish Relations 

Chairperson ................................................... Chuck Roberts 



Lay Member of the Annual Conference ........ Lynn Petermann 
Lay Leader .................................................... Bart Davis 
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018  Class of 2019 
Chuck Roberts Randy DeCoudres  Gus Waters 
Rusty Griffin Jennifer Monroe  Elizabeth Cooper 
Jenny Templeton June Bowers  Donna Sewell 
   

 
Board of Trustees 

Chair .............................................................. David Hiers 
Vice Chair ..................................................... Rob Stalvey 
  

Class of 2017 Class of 2018  Class of 2019 
Lindsey Klement Brad Bailey  Jason Moon 
Ralph Gosnell Jim Simoneau  Mac Mackey 
Rob Stalvey Erin Holt  Whit Fackler 
   

 
Parsonage Committee 

Chair .............................................................. Betty Dow Templeton  
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018  Class of 2019 
Lee Mackey Susan Hogan  Marie Holland 
Dawn Rodgers John Sineath  Marie Smith 

   
   
Music Committee 

Chair .............................................................. Richard Barnes  
 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018   Class of 2019 
Rachel Adams Lucy Greene   Betty Rowland 
Marty Giddings Margaret McCranie  Mark Gilpatrick 
Judy Varnado Richard Barnes   
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